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SUPPLY BILL 2021 
Introduction and First Reading 

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr M. McGowan (Treasurer), and read a first time. 
Explanatory memorandum presented by the Treasurer. 

Second Reading 
MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Treasurer) [12.13 pm]: I move — 

That the bill be now read a second time. 
This bill seeks supply and appropriation from the consolidated account for recurrent and capital purposes during 
the 2021–22 financial year of $15 108 098 500. Each year through the budget process Parliament grants authority 
to agencies to spend public funds for the coming financial year through the passing of appropriation bills. In addition, 
the Financial Management Act 2006 provides two months of automatic supply to the end of August. This would 
usually provide sufficient time for the appropriations bills for a May budget to be passed by the Parliament, ensuring 
uninterrupted supply of consolidated account funding for the new financial year. However, due to the timing of 
the state election in March 2021, the 2021–22 budget has been deferred to September to provide the government 
with sufficient time to undertake a comprehensive budget process. As a result, the period of automatic supply 
under the FMA will not provide sufficient time for appropriation bills for the 2021–22 budget to be introduced and 
passed by Parliament by the end of August when automatic supply will expire. In this regard, it is anticipated that 
the 2021–22 budget will not complete its passage through the Parliament until late in 2021; therefore, a supply bill 
is required to ensure that government services can continue until such time as the 2021–22 appropriation bills are 
passed by the Parliament. This includes the uninterrupted provision of crucial public services such as health care, 
public education and policing. 
The $15.11 billion provided for in the Supply Bill 2021 is based on 50 per cent of the appropriations approved by 
Parliament for the 2020–21 financial year, which includes funding for recurrent and capital services, and central 
funding approved by other statutes. This is the same approach adopted following the 2017 state election and the 
deferred 2020–21 state budget, delivered in October 2020. The bill prescribes a general monetary limit on the 
drawings against the consolidated account. By so doing, it overcomes the problems that otherwise could arise by 
prescribing monetary limits in respect of individual appropriations as usually detailed in the estimates of expenditure. 
I commend the bill to the house. 
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr P.J. Rundle. 
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